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OUR MISSION
To provide a 
community of learning 
that challenges 
students to develop 
disciplined hearts, 
minds and bodies 
according to the full 
measure of Jesus 
Christ.
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SERVE participant Alex 
had a terrific week in 
July, doing so many fun 
activities with his SERVE 
mentor Nicolette.
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Happy to SERVE!
by Nicolette E, grade 9 student

With a name like SERVE, you’d expect 
a huge mission which involves many 
hours of hard work and although work 
is certainly part of the program, it’s 
not at all what makes SERVE such a 
unique experience.

The sixth annual Special Needs 
SERVE was held at Calvin Christian 
Reformed Church and began on July 
4. Twenty-one young adult and teen 
mentors like me gathered for a day of 
go-karting, mini-golfing and getting to 
know one another.  The following day 
we learned a lot about SERVE’s plans 
and goals.  We also learned about 
the participants – nineteen special 
needs Christians who travelled from 
as far away as California to partake 
in a week of adventure and discovery.  

Continued on pg. 2

Each participant was paired with one or 
two mentors and they would take part in 
all the activities together.

Each day’s schedule included small 
group time – an hour of discussions, 
experiments, snacks, games and other 
creative approaches designed to help 
us all focus on learning God’s word.  
Along with worship services, craft 
time, and special outings (museum 
visits, motorcycle rides, bowling, etc.) 
participants and mentors did volunteer 
work at several locations.  Some of our 
volunteer jobs included sorting cans 
at the food bank, serving lunch at the 
mission, and scraping gum off desks at 
Redeemer Christian High School!  After 
our hard work, we were always treated 
to delicious meals made by our busy 
kitchen staff.  We also received uplifting 
notes and gifts in our “warm fuzzy boxes” 
from our prayer partners, fellow mentors 
and participants.  On our final evening 
together, we celebrated SERVE with a 



 
Sept 11 & 12 - Grade 9 
class trip to Providence 
Point
Sept 15 - Deadline for 
course changes
Sept 23 - School photos 
taken
Sept 26 - School Social, 6 
pm for dinner, all welcome
Oct 13 - Thanksgiving, no 
school
Oct 22-24 - Christian 
School Teachers' 
Convention, no school
Oct 31 - School photo 
re-takes
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fancy dinner and talent show.

Every night after SERVE participants 
had all climbed into their beds, the 
mentors met with Youth Pastor Ron 
Hosmar, and our speaker, Mark 
DeVos.  This was always a really fun 
time where we shared stories and 
reflected on what we had learned that 
day.

The breakfast devotions, volunteer 
work, small group lessons, games, 
crafts, outings and worship service 
skits were all wonderful ways of 
reaching the participants, and the 
participants were God’s way of 
reaching us. The unwavering trust, 
tireless joy, unfading patience, childlike 
faith, constant kindness and steadfast 
love were just some of the virtues 
participants demonstrated which 
proved they were mentoring to us 

Continued from pg. 1 more than we were to them.

SERVE is a blessed and incredible 
experience that really changes the way 
we see God’s world and the magnificent 
people He has created to perfection.

Note: Special Needs SERVE is designed 
to allow people with special needs 
between the ages of 14 and 26, who 
cannot normally participate in a missions 
trip to have an opportunity to experience 
the joy that comes from serving others 
in the name of Christ. Work projects and 
activities are tailored to the ability of the 
participants.For more information, look 
at www.youthunlimited.org/serve/site-
locations/ottawa-on-specialneeds/

If you have an experience or story you 
would like to share with our school 
community, email Marie Cooper:  
promotion@rchs.on.ca

EUROPE TRIP
For those who have already registered for the Europe trip next March 12-21, 2015, 
we are getting very excited!  The trip is now only seven months away!  That still 
sounds far off, but the time will fly by.

If you have thought about it but just never got around to it, you can still join the 
trip until the end of November, although the sooner you take action the better. 
The trip will be amazing and exciting - for some it may be the trip of a life-time, 
an opportunity to go to places and see things you've heard about and dreamt of 
seeing but thought you would never see - Berlin, Amsterdam, Paris, Vimy Ridge, 
Normandy. Next year is the 70th anniversary of Victory in WW2.

Senior students (Grades 11 & 12) and adult family members are welcome. Grade 
10 students who achieved an 80% average last year will now also be considered, 
as the World War connections are woven into the Grade 10 History curriculum. 
Other students and/or parents can make an appeal for consideration by 
presenting the merits of their participation to Mr. Marquis.

Visit the EFTours website to view the details: 
        Tour ID: 1423090RY.
        Tour Group Leader: Vincent Marquis

Several meetings with the group participants will take place this Fall, including at 
least one where parents will take part on an evening yet to be determined.

Fall sports that will start 
right away include:

-Girls Varsity Basketball
-Sr. Boys Soccer
-Jr. Boys Soccer
-Cross Country Running 
(co-ed)
-Golf (co-ed)

Students are 
encouraged to listen 
to our morning 
and lunchtime 
announcements to 
know when try-outs, 
practices and games are 
happening. Once teams 
are established, coaches 
will email parents 
information.

http://www.youthunlimited.org/serve/site-locations/ottawa-on-specialneeds/
http://www.youthunlimited.org/serve/site-locations/ottawa-on-specialneeds/
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Name: Lisa Manouchehri
Redeemer Class of 2009

Lisa has been passionate about play-
ing the flute for many years and she 
fondly recalls playing under the direc-
tion of previous Redeemer teacher, 
Mr. Peter Fuller. In particular, she 
enjoyed performing his original score 
for our school play Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader. Lisa graduated from Queen's 
University with a Bachelor of Music 
(Honours) in 2013. She then began a 
two year Master's degree at Memorial 
University in St. John's, Newfoundland. 
This past summer Lisa was employed 
by Memorial in conjunction with the In-
ternational Institute for Critical Studies 
in Improvisation, as an Administrative 
Assistant for a Summer Institute and 
Think Tank in St. John's. At the end 
of the summer, Lisa flew to Chicago 
to attend the Annual National Flute 
Convention. She is now back at Memo-
rial completing her Masters but she is 
already considering starting her PhD in 
2015.

Lisa out on a whale watching trip she 
organized on behalf of the Institute she 
worked for this summer. 

If a student needs 
another uniform item, 
we still have some 
items in stock. The 
next bulk uniform 
order, however, will 
be placed on Friday, 
September 12. Please 
submit all order forms 
to the school office by 
that date. Order forms 
can be printed off the 
school website and are 
also available at the 
office counter. Students 
hoping to try on clothing 
should see Mrs. 
Harding at the office 
at lunch. Contact Mrs. 
Harding at hharding@
rchs.on.ca with any 
questions or concerns.

Ms. Visser visits Kwagala!

I had the opportunity to travel to Jinja, 
Uganda for two weeks this summer 
to help out at the Kwagala Ministries 
home - the home students raised 
funds for last spring. While there I 
played sports with the boys, learned to 
throw marbles, helped serve the food, 
picked maize in the garden, taught 
them songs, helped with the dramatic 
aspects of their dances, learned to 

count to one hundred in Luganda, 
and most importantly, got to hang out 
with the boys and hear their stories. It 
was great to see firsthand how God is 
working through this ministry and how 
much the love and support from the 
Redeemer community has impacted 
the lives of these boys and the 
potential they now have to impact their 
own communities. 

Ashley Visser, 
RCHS Music and Drama Teacher

The boys on our maize (corn) picking 
adventure. Ms. Visser hanging out with Emma.
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All students are 
asked to look after 
either obtaining or 
renewing their Ottawa 
Public Library (OPL) 
cards. This may be 
accomplished by visiting 
a branch of the OPL.  
For those living outside 
of Ottawa, you may 
obtain a free OPL card 
or renewal by bringing 
along a copy of your 
Redeemer timetable, 
stamped with our school 
stamp. 

All Things Work 
Together for Good!

Steven Jaspers-Fayer, our Head of 
Technology, has considered building 
a cedar strip canoe for many years 
and last spring the project finally got 
underway. “We made canoe paddles 
in our Wood Working course last year, 
so I discussed options with students 
who were interested and we decided it 
would be a great project to tackle,” said 
Fayer. “The timing had to be right for a 
project of this magnitude though.”

Evidence that the timing was perfect, 
every company Fayer approached 
for materials donated them. The 
WoodSource donated the cedar, West 
Systems donated the epoxy, BGF 
Industries donated the Fibreglass cloth, 
Epifanes North America donated the 
varnish, CCI (Composition Composites 
Incorporated) even sent a technician 
to the school to help us apply the 
fibreglass properly! Long-time school 
supporter Charley DeSchiffart donated 
many hours of his time.

The canoe is very close to being 
finished and will be donated to the 
Redeemer Dinner Auction, and all those 
involved in its construction look forward 
to it raising significant dollars for our 
school.

“It’s been a complete joy to work with 
students and the community on this 
project. It’s great to see how people 
can learn and serve together, using 
their gifts and talents and skills to 
create an object of beauty and utiity,” 
said Fayer.

 1. Putting the cedar strips in place, 2. Sanding, 3. Draping the fibreglass 
cloth over the canoe, 4. Applying the varnish, 5.  Almost finished!
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Principal’s Report 
Philippians 1:9-10 – “And this is my prayer: 
that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ,”. 

This year’s theme verse speaks to us about 
living discerning lives that are fully focused 
on Jesus Christ. As Christians, our love for 
others will be a reflection of the love that 
Christ has for us, and it should be done 
with the conscious understanding that 
Jesus Christ is coming back.     

Before we began this school year, the 
Redeemer staff  were excited to get away 
on a short “retreat”. During our time away, 
we reflected on how God would use each 
of us to help students experience The Lord 
in new and unique ways. We also had a 
good discussion about our school culture 
and how to foster the best culture possible. 
Time was also spent praying for our 
students, our Board of Trustees, and each 
other as we begin another adventurous 
year.   

Please be in prayer as all our grade nine 
students will be out of the school on 
September 11-12. They’ll spend a couple 
of days team building, getting to know each 
other better, and learning more about the 
culture of Redeemer. (More information 
about this trip has been sent home to 
Grade nine parents.)  

I would encourage families to join us for our 
Fall Social being held on September 26, at 
6 p.m. in our gymnasium. It is a great time 
to connect with other community members 
and to meet the staff. It is important that we 
walk the high school journey together.   

So welcome back students, staff, parents 
and community members. We look forward 
to reconnecting with familiar friends and the 
prospect of making new ones. There is a 
sense of enthusiasm as we look forward to 
all the potential of what a new school year 
brings. Hold firm to the Lord as you begin 
your school year – and give thanks for what 
He has done! 

Chuck Schoenmaker 
Principal

FALL 
SOCIAL

Friday, September 
26, 6 pm in our 

gym

Bring your family 
and enjoy a 

complimentary 
dinner. This is a 

great opportunity 
to meet other 

school families, 
staff, and learn 

more about 
our school and 

community.

Babysitting for 
younger children 
will be available 
after dinner is 

over.We are pleased to have two new staff members join us this fall, and two returning 
teachers. Mrs. Rennie Stegeman (left) joins our Resource Department as a Resource 
Assistant, and Mrs. Brenda Ypma will be teaching our art classes this year.

Mr. Jeremy Brazeau (left) has returned 
to Redeemer after spending two years 
teaching at a school in Papua, Indonesia.  
He'll be teaching math and science 
this semester. Mrs. Hilary Harding has 
also returned, after enjoying a year at 
home with her baby. Mrs. Harding will 
be teaching two of our French classes 
this fall, and she will also be the teacher 
responsible for uniforms.



Guidance News 
Jason Grootenboer, Head of Guidance and Resource
guidance@rchs.on.ca

Course Changes: Students have until Monday, September 15, to request course changes. 
If students are interested in making any changes they should sign up for an appointment 
with me at the school office.

Grade 12’s Graduating This Year: Grade 12 students should start thinking about post-
secondary options for next year. Students can begin researching college and university 
options as well as scholarship information. Come and visit the resource centre in the 
Guidance Department for information on schools, programs offered, prerequisites and 
school contacts. If you wish to discuss your options or interests in post-secondary 
education, sign up at the main office to make an appointment with me. Parents are welcome 
to make inquiries and appointments with me as well.

ACT and SAT Testing: Students interested in applying to universities in the United States 
may be required to write SAT’s. Information is available in the guidance office. You must 
register for these tests on-line at: www.collegeboard.com

Colleges and Universities visiting Redeemer Christian High School this fall:
September 17 – 10:40 – Redeemer University College
September 24 – 12:35 – Algonquin College
September 25 – 11:30 – Algoma University
September 29 – 9:00 – University of Ottawa
October 1 – 2:45 – Huron University
October 3 – 11:30 – Tyndale University
October 6 – 9:00 – Carleton University
October 15 – 11:30 – Prairie Bible College and Trinity Western University
Week of October 20 – University Information Program – Ottawa Region 
www.ouf.ca/uip/ottawa-region/

Other Dates: Ontario Universities’ Fair 2014 will be held  September 19-21 in Toronto – for 
more information go to www.ouf.ca

Night School, International Language Program, or Online Courses: Registration forms 
are available in the guidance office if anyone is interested in Night School, The Saturday 
International Language Program, or online courses.

For those who don't 
have a Twitter account 
but want to see our 
public Twitter profile, 
type  twitter.com/
RedeemerCHS  into 
your browser to check 
out our page.
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About the 
Redeemer Reminder:
The Redeemer Reminder is 
Redeemer Christian High School’s 
monthly newsletter, managed 
and edited by Marie Cooper, 
Promotion Coordinator.
 
If you have any questions, or 
a story that you’d like to share, 
contact Marie Cooper at:
promotion@rchs.on.ca. 

Layout and design by 
Rebekah DeJong

82 Colonnade Road North, 
Ottawa, ON  K2E 7L2
Phone: 613 732 9262
Fax: 613 723 9321
www.rchs.ca

Students 
participated in 
chapel every 
morning for the 
first week of 
school. For the 
remainder of 
the school year, 
chapel will be held 
every Wednesday 
morning at 8:40.  
Parents are 
welcome to join 
us!

Like us on 
Facebook! 

Check out our page for 
useful information and 
fun photos and videos 
of our students. 

www.facebook.com/
RedeemerChristian
HighSchool 

Follow us 
on Twitter!

http://www.collegeboard.com
www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
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