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OUR MISSION
To provide a 
community of learning 
that challenges 
students to develop 
disciplined hearts, 
minds and bodies 
according to the full 
measure of Jesus 
Christ.

Photo at far right:  One 
of the grade 9 groups 
at Providence Point just 
after coming out of the 
mud pit!  Photo at near 
right:  the whole grade 
9 class, teachers and 
some grade 12 mentors 
pose on the front steps 
of Providence Point 
Retreat Centre.
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Redeemer Reminder

Grade Nine Trip To Providence Point

Students in our grade nine class 
arrive at Redeemer from many places.  
Some come from our traditional feeder 
schools, some come from a home-
school background, some come from 
Ottawa public or Catholic schools, 
and some have just moved here from 
another city. We feel it is important 
for our newest and youngest students 
to get to know each other well at the 
beginning of the school year, however, 
we also feel it’s important for them 
to understand what it means to live 
in community. For this reason, each 
September we take our grade nines 
to Providence Point Retreat Centre in 
Lanark for an overnight trip.

“We want to encourage and welcome 
our grade nine students. Giving them 
time to get to know each other is very 

Continued on next page

important, but just as important, they 
need to understand how their individual 
actions and reactions can either build up 
or tear down our community,” says Nancy 
Lendore, Head of English at Redeemer, 
and the person who organizes our grade 
nine retreat each September. “Our aim is 
to help them establish a loving and truth-
ful community where they genuinely care 
for each other.”

Once back from this year’s retreat, Mrs. 
Lendore asked her class to write journal 
entries about the trip. Needless to say, 
our new students had a lot of fun, while 
still learning what it means to live in com-
munity. Here are just a few excerpts from 
their journals:
“Providence Point is a very fun place.  
They have a lake, boats, a rec room and 
even a volleyball court. The food is amaz-
ing. There is a lot to do at Providence 
Point, including an amazing obstacle 
course. The obstacle course takes about 
15 minutes to complete – it’s built in 
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Oct 13 - Thanksgiving, no 
school
Oct 22-24 - Teachers' 
convention, no school
Oct 31 - School photo 
retakes
Nov 4 - Pancake Breakfast 
and Food Drive, see ad for 
more details
Nov 5 - Take your kids to 
work day, grade 9's only
Nov 5 - Grade 7&8 Day at 
Redeemer, participants 
must RSVP: admissions@
rchs.on.ca
Nov 7 - Mid-term report 
cards go home
Nov 13 - Parent-Teacher 
Interviews 1:30-7:30 pm
Nov 13 - Early dismissal 
from school 1:15 pm
Nov 14 - PA Day, no school
Nov 20 - Open House and 
Information Night, 7 pm
Nov 24 - Grade 12 parent 
meeting at 6:45 pm
Nov 24 - Fall Membership 
meeting at 7:30 pm

the forest. There are a total of seven 
obstacles. The first obstacle is an easy 
tire hop. The second one is a rope/wall 
climb. After that you have a tire chal-
lenge, where the tires are all attached.  
You are trying to climb through the tires 
without touching the ground.  After that 
you go to the monkey bars – two sets 
of bars attached to ropes. There are 
other obstacles, but the one that stands 
out the most is the mud pit.  First you 
climb through a tube filled with mud, 
then you climb through a trench. After 
we finished the obstacle course, we 
played games.  After dinner Thursday, 
we had a campfire and had s’mores 
and marshmallows, then some people 
went on a night hike.  Another thing I 
really liked was the devotions and the 
worship – we sang songs we all knew. 
Overall, I think Providence Point was a 
really great trip!” Shalom

“When we were told we were going on 
a class retreat to Providence Point, I 
wasn’t sure what to think. We learned 
in class that the purpose of the trip was 
to help us grade nines get to know one 

another better. I confess, I wasn’t terribly 
excited. But the next day as we loaded 
the bus with our luggage and headed off, 
my excitement grew. The next two days 
were enormous fun. We learned about 
community, did an exciting obstacle 
course, swam in the river and sang camp 
songs. Before I knew it we were head-
ing back. This retreat was a good idea 
and really brought us close together as a 
class, and a community.”  Bethany

“The main focus of the retreat was how 
to have a good community. We talked 
about the traits of a good community, 
and read Bible passages about the fruits 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit. Afterward we 
played different games – the first was 
soccer, the second was the log game, 
which was fun. That night we had the 
opportunity to go on a night walk in the 
dark, after a camp fire. It was really neat 
walking and looking up at the stars which 
can’t be seen in the city. The following 
day we did an obstacle course in the for-
est that involved venturing into waist high 
mud. That was a once in a lifetime expe-
rience! I enjoyed the retreat very much 
and I look forward to the grade 10 trip.” 
Lucy



Guidance News 
Jason Grootenboer, Head of Guidance and Resource
guidance@rchs.on.ca

Graduating Students: I encourage grade 12 students to research and gather information regarding 
university, college, apprenticeship, work or travel program choices for next year. All students who plan 
to apply to university or college should do so before the Christmas break so it is important students look 
into specific options and programs now. Students can also discover more about potential schools and 
programs by attending information sessions at specific universities or colleges in which they are interested, 
visiting campuses, browsing the websites and other materials of post-secondary institutions, speaking to 
representatives at the colleges/universities, attending the college/university UIP/CIP events, etc. In addition, 
students should actively be researching scholarship information now. There are links under guidance news 
on the Redeemer website. Any students who are considering attending a school in the United States next 
year should contact me about the ACT/SAT test they will need to take.
University Information Program (UIP) Tuesday, Oct. 21 (9:30am –10:45am) – St. Francis Xavier High 
School (3740 Spratt Rd., Gloucester, ON) Please check out the following web-site to learn about other dates 
for the UIP in the Ottawa area.  This is a great way to see what all the Universities across Ontario have to 
offer in one location. www.ouf.ca/uip/
College Information Program (CIP) Tuesday, October 14 (12:30pm – 2:00pm) – Algonquin College This is 
the same event as the University Information Program, but for Colleges. This is a great way to see what all 
the Colleges across Ontario have to offer in one location.
Christian College & University Fair Wednesday, October 15 (7:00-9:00 pm) – Met Bible Church
University of Ottawa Open House – October 17 and 18. See University of Ottawa web-site for details – Fall 
Open House
McGill Open House – Sunday, October 26 – 10:00 – 4:00 – See the following link for more information and 
registration - www.mcgill.ca/openhouse/
Carleton University Preview Days – Saturday, October 25 – Engineering and Design and Science. 
Saturday, November 1 – Arts and Social Sciences, Public Affairs, and Sprott School of Business. Visit: 
carleton.ca/cudays to register
Algonquin College Open House – Thursday, November 6 – See the following link times and registration 
information - www.algonquincollege.com/openhouse/
EXPERIENCE REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, Nov. 16-17: If you are looking for a university that 
will affirm you personally, ground you spiritually, challenge  you academically in arts or sciences, then 
consider Redeemer. Experience an introduction to life as a Redeemer student - inside and outside of the 
classroom. Share overnight accommodations and meals with students, attend a student led worship service 
called “Church in the Box” and participate in Monday’s Campus Visit Day.  You will learn why Redeemer 
University College was highly rated in the Globe and Mail’s University Report Card. A van/car will leave 
Ottawa for Redeemer at noon on Sunday and head back at 4 pm Monday. To reserve a spot in the van email: 
mmudde@primus.ca. You must also register with Redeemer by going to their website: www.myredeemer.ca/
visit. For questions, contact the Events Coordinator at: campusvisit@redeemer.ca or 1-800-263-6467.

Redeemer Christain High School is hosting our annual GRADE 7 & 8 DAY 
on Wednesday, November 5

If you know a family with a child in grade 7 or 8 who would like to spend part of the day at our
school, please contact Marie Cooper, admissions@rchs.on.ca

Our young guests will start the day by joining our student body for chapel, then they will 
rotate through a variety of shortened classes, allowing them to meet some of our teachers and 

experience high school life at RCHS! Participants MUST register in advance.

mailto:mmudde@primus.ca
http://www.myredeemer.ca/visit
http://www.myredeemer.ca/visit
mailto:campusvisit@redeemer.ca


EUROPE TRIP UPDATE
If you were still thinking about joining the group going to Europe, March 12-21, 2015, you can still 
register until November 30, although the sooner you take action the better!  Anyone who registers before 
October 31 gives the group an entry into a draw for a $5000 prize the group can use to enhance the 
trip experience! This trip will be very exciting and could be the trip of a lifetime for some of you. Some of 
the places you will see include:  Berlin, Amsterdam, Paris, Vimy Ridge, and Normandy - next year is the 
70th anniversary of victory in WW2

Students in grade 11 & 12, and adult family members are welcome to join this group. Grade 10 students 
who have achieved an 80% average last year will be considered as the World War connections are 
woven into the Grade 10 History curriculum.  

Visit the EFTours website to view the trip details:

Tour ID: 1423090RY
Tour Group Leader: Vincent Marquis

Please note: Everyone who has registered to date should have obtained passports, or renewed their 
passports if the expiry date is before October 2015.

Several meetings with the group participants will take place this fall, including at least one where parents 
will take part. Dates still to be determined. Questions? email vince@rchs.on.ca

VOLUNTEERING AT REDEEMER

Parents, please remember you are 
required to do a certain number of family 
volunteer hours at our school every year, 

or have your $500 volunteer cheque 
cashed next July 1. Two parent families 
are asked to do 30 hours per year, and 
single parent families are asked to do 

15 volunteer hours throughout the year.  
Please look at the Volunteer page on our 
website from time to time to see if there 
are any jobs you can do, but keep up on 

what's going on around the school as well.  
If you hear about an event coming up, 

offer to help! 

Also, be sure to join us for our Fall 
Membership Meeting on November 24, 

fellowship is at 7 and the meeting starts 
at 7:30.  Attendance at this meeting is an 

easy way to get a couple volunteer hours! 
(Bring your spouse and 

double your hours.)

Redeemer's Librarian, Mrs. Alta MacFie, got to 
show off our school library at the first annual 
Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools Library 
Conference, held in Ancaster, ON, in September.

Did you know?
Our library has a small collection of parenting books 
which families are welcome to borrow. Consult our 
library catalogue by going on our school website:  
www.rchs.on.ca and click on the Student Services 
tab on the blue bar across the top. Then click 
on "Library", then "Library Search" and type in 
Parenting and click on "Subject". The books can be 
signed out under your child's name.
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Principal’s Report 
We have turned the corner on September, 
and October is in full swing.  As much as 
autumn is a reminder of colder months 
ahead, God has graced us with the 
beautiful fall colours to take our mind 
off the short days ahead and frozen car 
locks. Along with the month of October 
is Thanksgiving and all that the occasion 
includes; family, friends, great food, and 
a thankful heart. Where would we be 
without the Lord? We are very thankful for 
the community that makes up Redeemer 
and all it does to further the work here.  
Our Fall Social on September 26 was a 
wonderful opportunity to meet new families 
and reconnect with old friends.  We all ate 
comfortably this year, as our space in the 
new gym has doubled.  

I would like to remind you that the Christian 
teachers’ convention will be held October 
22-24, and there will be no school on 
those days.  Many of our students are 
already counting the days.  It is a special 
time for the staff as they get away and 
enjoy workshops, special speakers, and 
networking with colleagues from other 
Christian Schools.  It definitely comes at 
the right time as everyone is ready for a bit 
of a break by mid-fall.  

Looking ahead, we will be hosting our 
annual grade 7&8 Day on Wednesday, 
November 5. If you know of any families 
with a child in grade 7 or 8 who might like 
to come spend part of the day with us and 
see what our Christian high school is like, 
please email Marie Cooper: admissions@
rchs.on.ca  This will be followed two 
weeks later by our Fall Open House and 
Information Night, November 20, at 7 
pm.  Again, I encourage all of you to invite 
friends and acquaintances who may be 
interested in our school to attend.
On behalf of the staff, I wish you all an 
enjoyable Thanksgiving.  

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for He who promised is faithful.”  

Hebrews 10:23

Chuck Schoenmaker 
Principal

Everyone please 
join us for our

ANNUAL PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST AND 

FOOD DRIVE
organized by the Student 

Council at RCHS
from 7 to 9 am 
on November 4

Pancakes, sausages, fruit, 
juice, coffee and tea 

will be served

Cost is $5 per plate, or $4 
per plate if you bring a can 
or non-perishable food item 
with you for our food drive, 
Children - $2.50 per plate

All food collected will be 
brought to the Ottawa Food 

Bank, and profit from the 
breakfast will go toward 
supporting Redeemer's 

World Vision Child, Eduar-
do, who lives in Romania.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Name: Sheila Dykstra

Redeemer Class of 1994

Sheila Dykstra came back to visit us 
and spoke at chapel about God's will.  
After getting her Bachelor of Education 
from Redeemer University College, 
Sheila began teaching in West Africa 
in 2001. This year she came back to 
complete her Master's degree, and 
is returning to Nigeria shortly. Sheila 
now works through Christian Reformed 
World Missions as a Christian 
Education Consultant, training and 
mentoring teachers in Nigeria, Niger, 
Sierra Leone, Guinea and Senegal. 
Please pray for protection over her as 
she works to further God's Kingdom in 
Africa.

GROCERY GIFT CARD 
FUNDRAISER

Redeemer has a number 
of fundraisers to help 

keep tuition fees low. By 
using Grocery Gift Cards, 

Redeemer can earn 5% 
of all your expenditures 
without it costing you a 
penny. On Registration 

Day a number of families 
expressed an interest in 

supporting Redeemer this 
way. You can purchase 

gift cards from our school 
office as you need them, 
or order them ahead on 
a bi-weekly or monthly 
basis, and we will make 

arrangements to get them 
to you.  Cards are available 
for: Loblaws, Independent, 
Superstore, No Frills, and 
all other President Choice 
stores, as well as Metro, 

Food Basics, Sobeys, 
IGA, Foodland, Fresh Co, 
Price Chopper; cards can 
be ordered with notice for 

Farm Boy. 



Students were allowed to forgo uniforms on "Royals Day", 
when everyone was encouraged to dress in blue and yellow, 
Redeemer's school colours.

Student Council organized some contests at lunch. 
Here, students sitting behind these girls, are blindly 
feeding goop to them which is very entertaining for the 
audience!

ROYALS DAY

Junior Boys Soccer, Senior Boys Soccer and Girls Basketball teams are all in 
full swing this fall.

Redeemer has had a Golf team for 
five years now. Here is this year's 
team at a September tournament.

REDEEMER ATHLETICS

Mrs. Ypma, our new art 
teacher, asked grade 10 art 
students to design  posters 
about some serious subject 
matters, including racism, 
pollution, hunger, etc. Some 
of the posters are on display 
in our school foyer - be sure 
to look at them if you are in 
the school.

Students in Mr. Hamilton's Physics 
class made instruments recently to 
demonstrate how sound is created. 

Our grade 10 Civics class was 
honoured to have Mayor Jim 
Watson come by and explain 
how things work down at City 
Hall. This week our Civics class 
will be going to Parliament Hill 
and meeting with a Member 
of Parliament, then visiting the 
Senate.
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