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OUR MISSION
To provide a 
community of learning 
that challenges 
students to develop 
disciplined hearts, 
minds and bodies 
according to the full 
measure of Jesus 
Christ.

THIS ISSUEPhoto at right: “I paint 
because I love colour 
and light and this is how 
I express the beauty of 
God’s world that I see 
around me,” says Libby 
McKechnie, Redeemer’s 
visual art teacher. “I 
believe that each of 
us are given gifts that 
we can use to help, 
encourage and inspire 
others, to see this 
beauty that is in us and 
around us."
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Libby McKechnie Retiring
After teaching visual arts at Redeemer 
for twenty-four of the last thirty years, 
Mrs. Libby McKechnie will be retiring from 
Redeemer Christian High School at the 
end of this school year. That won’t stop 
her from continuing to use her talents 
though. “I’ll continue painting and creating, 
and teaching private art classes, and I’ll 
be more involved with the Ottawa West-
End Chaplancy, where I volunteer already.  
My husband Paul and I also hope to do 
more travelling and experience some new 
cultures.”

With a teaching career that began in 1970 
at the High School of Commerce and 
included ten years at Bishop Hamilton 
Montessori School as well as twenty-four 
years at Redeemer, McKechnie shared 
her philosophy on teaching art: “Creating 
art involves a lot of problem solving, 
experimenting and learning from mistakes.  
Anyone who creates something from the 
planning stage to the completion will find it 

Continued on pg. 2

a very satisfying and wonderful experience.”
Always busy creating unique works of art 
in her spare time, it is her wish to have 
an art show here at Redeemer, so that 
students, parents and co-workers can see 
what she is passionate about. Likewise, as 
a school community, we want to honour Mrs. 
McKechnie for so many years of creative and 
dedicated service. As such, we are delighted 
to invite the community to her art show on 
Saturday, April 26 from 1:30 – 6 pm, as well 
as her retirement reception on the same 
date, from 5 – 6 pm. This is the day of our 
matinee play production, so for those who 
had planned to see “Pygmalion” anyway, but 
would also like to come out and honour Mrs. 
McKecknie, consider joining us that Saturday 
for both events. While a ticket is required to 
see the play, no RSVP is required to attend 
McKechnie's art show or reception, and 
refreshments will be served from 5-6 pm.

Working recently in watercolours and 
fabric, McKechnie has also worked in other 
mediums over the years, including painted 
and glazed clay, painted cloth pieces such 
as shirts, bags and pillows, and she has 
even been commissioned to paint furniture 



 
April 15 - Mid-term report 
cards go home
April 18 - Good Friday, no 
school
April 21 - Easter Monday, 
no school
April 22 - Dress rehearsal 
of drama production, for 
grade 7&8 students
April 23 - Early dismissal 
at 1:15 pm
April 23 - Parent-teacher 
interviews
April 24, 25 & 26 - Play 
productions, see poster 
insert
April 25 - PA Day, no 
school
May 7, 8 & 9 - Grade 10, 11 
& 12 overnight trips, and 
grade 9 day trips
May 19 - Victoria Day - no 
school
May 22 - Spring Concert & 
Art Show, 7 pm, everyone 
welcome
May 23 - Grandfriends Day, 
10 am till 1 pm
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Student Art Show – 
Thursday, April 24 & 
Friday, April 25, in the 
evening, during our 
play performances.
Libby McKechnie Art 
Show  – Saturday, 
April 26, 1:30 – 6 pm 
McKechnie
Retirement 
Reception – Saturday, 
April 26, 5-6 pm, 
refreshments will be 
served

for children’s rooms including toy chests, 
benches, tables and chairs.  

While McKechnie has mixed emotions 
about leaving a job she has loved, she is 
looking forward to travelling more with her 
husband Paul. They are already planning 
another trip this summer to St. Petersburg, 
Russia, to teach again at the English 
Language Summer Institute.

Continued from pg. 1
“I love seeing the potential in students when 
they are encouraged to try something new,” says 
McKechnie, “and to put forth a really good effort. 
They are usually very pleased with the result. 
Redeemer’s annual art show of student work is a 
wonderful example of this effort, and I hope many 
people come out to see our students’ efforts on 
the evenings of April 24 and 25.

National Capital History Day

Redeemer students studying history 
this semester participated in the first 
ever National Capital History Day and 
History Competition.  Based on the 
very successful National History Day in 
the United States, this event provides 
students with an opportunity to share their 
knowledge of history, as well as hone their 
research, analysis and communication 
skills by creating and presenting projects 
that explore a certain time period. Each 
year this event will have a theme and 
this year’s theme was “Turning Points in 
History: People, Ideas, Events”.

Congratulations goes to Redeemer students 
who won recognition for their excellent work. 
Michaela H (grade 10) came first in a Junior 
category having thoroughly researched the 
Noble Blade, a Canadian invention that 
transformed dry land farming.  Braelyn S 
(grade 12) came first in a Senior category for 
her project on John F. Kennedy’s role in the 
Cold War space race.

Both girls won medals, passes to the History 
Museum, three books and $125.  History 
teacher Brad Armishaw is eager to have 
Redeemer students participate in this event 
again next year, and said “Our students 
really shone at this event.  Congratulations 
to all of them for the work they put into their 
entries. Mr. Marquis and I were very proud of 
them!”
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OCS Sunset Cruise and 
Bar-B-Q Fundraiser: 
Join Ottawa Christian 
School for a sunset river 
cruise along the Ottawa 
River and Bar-B-Q dinner. 
Friday May 30, 6:30-
10:00pm. Live entertain-
ment and Tooney Raffle. 
Cost: $60 for one ticket or 
$100 for two.  A $25 Tax 
receipt will be provided 
for each ticket pur-
chased.  Contact Carlee 
Garcia or Karen Luimes  
at ocsfundraising@
yahoo.com 
Everyone welcome!

CCS Spring Musical:  
Everyone is invited to 
attend either the matinee 
performance or the eve-
ning performance of "We 
Are United", at Communi-
ty Christian School, 2682 
Glen Street, Metcalfe, on 
Friday, May 2, 2 pm or 7 
pm. Admission is free.

TCS Spring Musical:  
Come out and watch stu-
dents at Timothy Chris-
tian School in Williams-
burg perform the musical 
"Blast Off!" on Thursday, 
May 1 at 7 pm.  Admis-
sion is free and everyone 
welcome. For more infor-
mation:  office@tcswil-
liamsburg.ca

The Ugandan Mile
By Abigail K, grade 12

“I cannot do everything, but I can do 
something. I must not fail to do the 
something that I can do.” — Helen Keller

Redeemer alumnus Robbie Palmer’s 
something was to co-found Kwagala 
Ministries International, a home for boys 
found living on the streets in Jinja, Uganda. 
The initiative that was started in 2013 now 
shelters, provides for and loves ten boys 
aged 6 to 14.

For the past month, Redeemer students 
have been raising money for Kwagala 
while getting to know the boys personally 
through Skype calls at school. Students 
collected money from family, friends, church 
members and neighbours and at the same 
time spread the word about Robbie’s 
initiative. With almost one hundred students 
participating, Redeemer raised $21, 500, 
well over its goal of $15, 000.
In an attempt to see what life is like for the 
boys of Kwagala, students participated in 
“The Ugandan Mile,” a two-day event taking 
place at Redeemer. Students “walked a 

mile in their shoes” by engaging in various 
Uganda-like activities like working (eg. 
enthusiastically scraping gum from the 
bottom of school desks) for a meager meal 
of rice and beans. In addition, students took 
part in fun events such as chaos soccer, 
floor hockey, a volleyball clinic put on by 
Redeemer alumni Samuel Priddle, Mark 
Priddle and Robbie Johnson, a coffee house 
highlighting Redeemer talent, and several 
board and card games.

Sleeping in less than ideal conditions, 
eating much less than normal and working 
for food that is so often taken for granted 
was a small way to see what children on 
the streets in Jinja go through everyday. 
Redeemer hopes to continue supporting 
the boys of Kwagala in the years to come. 
It is easy to find motivation after hearing 
the boys eagerly exclaim, “Thank you for 
supporting us.”

Above: Students were required to "walk a 
mile in the boys' shoes" so to speak, by do-
ing laps around the gym

Below: Mr. Kaiser and student council 
served up rice and beans for supper.

Above: Mr. Vance and students participated in 
various games in the gym. Below: Friday night 
there was a talent show with many students and 
a few teachers showcasing their talents.
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There will be two 
uniform fitting evenings 
for all new students, 
on Monday, June 2 
and Tuesday, June 3 
between 4 and 7 pm, 
by appointment. Current 
students wishing to try 
uniform pieces on are 
also welcome, and Mrs. 
Gandhi will be placing 
our next bulk order with 
McCarthy's Uniforms 
in mid June. Clothing 
ordered in June, will 
be available for pick 
up on Registration Day 
in late August. Current 
students may come 
to the school office at 
lunch or after school 
to purchase or order 
uniform pieces. We 
have quite a few items 
in stock. 
Questions? e-mail  
agandhi@rchs.on.ca

Principal’s Report 
When we start a new week, we often 
wonder what will take place within the five 
days ahead. It must have been quite a 
shock for the disciples to experience the 
triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem 
on Sunday amid waving palm branches 
and shouts of Hosanna, and yet within five 
days, the crowds were shouting, “crucify 
Him”.   He was then raised on a cross to 
be humiliated by the same people who 
called out words of praise, adoration, and 
joy less than a week before. It seems 
virtually impossible for people to change 
their emotions in such a dramatic way, 
and yet scripture teaches they went from 
acceptance to rejection in a very short 
period of time. Despite the suffering, pain 
and humility, God did something awesome. 
He raised His Son to new life, and in doing 
so, He provided a way for each one of us 
to have an eternal relationship with Him.  
What was intended for evil, God intended 
for good. What an incredible hope we have 
been given. This Easter, I pray that we will 
all experience the grace offered up on the 
cross, and the gift of eternal life with Christ, 
which came as a result of His resurrection.  

I would like to thank the community for their 
incredible support of our Dinner Auction, 
and The Ugandan Mile.  Between these 
two events, close to $50,000 was raised. 
We have all been encouraged by the 
support extended to the work at the school, 
and the opportunity to provide compassion 
to those who have so little. We have a very 
generous community. 

Please block out some time on your busy 
calendars to come and watch Redeemer’s 
performance of “Pygmalion” taking place 
April 24, 25 and 26. We are all looking 
forward to seeing our students transformed 
into the characters of this classic play.  
Have a wonderful Easter as you remember 
our Risen Saviour.  

“Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead ...“ 
1 Peter 1:3

Chuck Schoenmaker 
Principal

John Baird Visit to Redeemer
By Meghan L, grade 10

On Friday March 28, 2014, Mrs. Stassen’s 
grade ten Civics class enjoyed a visit from 
John Baird, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and the MP for the Ottawa West-Nepean 
riding. Mr. Baird shared about what his 
job entails in the caucus and the House of 
Commons, about the constant travelling and 
the busy work schedule.  After this introduc-
tion, we were given the opportunity to ask 
him some questions, some serious and oth-
ers more humorous.  In response to a ques-
tion about what he thought the best part of 
his job was, he replied saying it was meeting 
all sorts of interesting people, including TV 
reporters, presidents, refugees, and people 
who have been through extreme cases. He 
was asked about his opinion on a variety of 
issues including the situation in the Ukraine. 
He commented that he can get very pas-
sionate about things during question period 
in the House of Commons, but he amusingly 
added that the press has a way of capturing 

him in a stern pose, pointing his finger, giv-
ing the impression that he is always yelling 
when actually he is not. During the question 
time, we, as well as Mr. Baird were surprised 
to discover that he is actually related to Mr. 
Armishaw! We thank Mr. Baird for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to come and 
talk to us about his interesting life in politics.

Mentors/Helpers needed 
for Special Needs Serve 
Project at Calvin Christian 
Reformed Church, this July 
4-10. Youth and young 
adults needed to walk 
alongside special needs 
participants who are reg-
istered for this week long 
event which includes work 
projects, worship times, 
sight seeing and fun out-
ings. Interested? Contact 
Pastor Ron Hosmar: 
youthpastor@calvincrc.
ca and check out: www.
ronhosmar.blogspot.com 
and look at his July 2013 
blog entries.



Guidance News 
Jason Grootenboer, Head of Guidance and Resource
guidance@rchs.on.ca
 
Graduation is rapidly approaching! This year’s graduation ceremony will be held at the 
Metropolitan Bible Church on Prince of Wales Drive on Monday, June 23, 7 pm.  Mark your 
calendars and come prepared to support the graduating class of 2013-2014.
 
A reminder to Grade 12 students:  Please get your mandatory service hours into the 
school office.  You can’t graduate without completing a minimum of 40 service hours, 60 
hours if you want to graduate with the Redeemer diploma.
 
College and University Acceptance:  Please pay close attention to deadlines for 
acceptance, residence, and other information related to colleges and universities.  May 1, 
2014 is the last date for students to confirm their acceptance of an offer of admission to 
an Ontario college through ontariocolleges.ca. June 2, 2014 is the acceptance deadline for 
Ontario universities.

Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/
RedeemerChristian
HighSchool 

Follow us 
on Twitter!

Our handle is:  
@RedeemerCHS 

For those who don't 
have a Twitter account 
but want to see our 
public Twitter profile, 
type  twitter.com/
RedeemerCHS  into 
your browser to check 
out our page.

Redeemer Reminder   Issue 24   April 2014

82 Colonnade Road North, 
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About the 
Redeemer Reminder:
The Redeemer Reminder is 
Redeemer Christian High School’s 
monthly newsletter, managed 
and edited by Marie Cooper, 
Promotion Coordinator.
 
If you have any questions, or 
a story that you’d like to share, 
contact Marie Cooper at:
promotion@rchs.on.ca. 

Layout and design by 
Rebekah DeJong

Redeemer's Sr. Boys Doubles 
Badminton team won bronze 
at a recent tournament held 
at St. Joseph's High School. 
Congratulations to Phil and 
Nicolas (and to Mr. Laliberte 
for coaching!)

Like us on 
Facebook! 

Students involved in our annual drama 
production are staying after school 
several nights a week to prepare for 
the production. Tickets to all three 
performances are on sale now in our 
school office, and can be ordered by 
emailing info@rchs.on.ca or by calling 
Mary Joustra at 613-723-9262 x 21. 
Tickets for adults are $15 each, $10 for 
students.

www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
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