
OUR MISSION
To provide a 
community of learning 
that challenges 
students to develop 
disciplined hearts, 
minds and bodies 
according to the full 
measure of 
Jesus Christ.

Photo at right: 
A few of our grade 11 
and 12 Writer's Craft 

students pose with their 
teacher Mrs. Lendore.
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What does it take to become a good writer?
Writer’s Craft Retreat allows students to hone their written  
communication skills.
Recently, our grade 11 Writer’s Craft 
class went to Tucker House for an 
overnight retreat. There they had 
an opportunity to hone their written 
communication skills. Their teacher, 
Mrs. Lendore, encouraged her 
students to submit some of their written 
pieces for publication. Two students, 
Leah and Amy, took her advice and 
submitted their work to the editor of the 
Redeemer Reminder. 
Below is a paragraph by Leah. She 
said, “I wrote a little bit about the 
Tucker House and my response to  
the retreat.” 

The Tucker House has been put to 
good use from the time it was built 
until today. Back in the day, it was 
influential towards the development 

of the community around it, providing 
goods and services. Currently hosting 
camps in the summer, it provides 
a home away from home for many 
kids. The Tucker House has many 
normal characteristics; it’s big and 
spacious and seems somewhat like 
a regular home. Surprisingly, the 
outside doesn’t look particularly old 
considering it was built in the mid-
1800s of durable clay brick. The 
crown molding and roses above 
the chandeliers help maintain the 
Victorian style. Yet, unlike others, 
it’s eco-friendly and is all about 
being energy efficient. The owners 
are persistent on preserving water 
and have installed Energy Star 
appliances. Over our two-day retreat, 
we experienced life in this house.



2
2

 
June 9 – Awards 
Ceremony, 1:20 – 3 p.m., 
guests welcome
June 9 – Last day  
of classes
June 10 – Study Day,  
no classes
June 11-16 – Exams
June 18 – Graduation 
Dinner
June 22 – Graduation 
Ceremony, all welcome
June 26 – Report  
cards available
September 3 – Registration 
Day for 2015-2016
September 8 – First day  
of school

Leah’s fellow Writer’s Craft participant, 
Amy, decided to write in poetic 
verse. Here’s a few paragraphs from 
her poem, The Other Sister, which 
references the classic Cinderella story.

With eyes as blue as sapphires
And hair as pure as gold
A little girl sat
To hear the story being told

About a young woman
Whose heart was cracked in two
Because of her stepsister
Whose foot had fit the shoe

A fairy godmother
And a big blue dress

The girl’s mom played her
Like a piece made for chess

Both students submissions were 
worthy of publication. We wish them 
well as they continue to find ways to 
improve the quality of their writing and 
look for opportunities to get published.

Grade 11 student, Leah S., attended the 
Writer’s Craft retreat on April 28. She took 
up the call to get her work published in the 
Redeemer Reminder. 

Award winning local author, Caroline Pignat, gave an informative and inspiring talk 
about what it is like for her to be an author and how to get published to our Grade 10 
students on May 20th.
Caroline’s advice for aspiring authors:

1. Some people say write what you know, but I say write what you love. You 
can always learn what you don’t know.

2. Write every day, even when you don’t feel like it.
3. Keep a journal.
4. Start an idea file.
5. Get in a critique group, take writing courses, and attend workshops.
6. Read great writing.
7. If you are writing to get published then submit your stuff…often.
8. Persevere. Everyone is a writer. Successful writers are the ones that  

didn’t quit.
Caroline’s presentation was partially subsidized by 
a grant from the Ontario Arts Council through the 
Writers in the Schools program. an Ontario government agency

un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Track Spikes Needed
Do you have track spikes 
laying around collecting 
dust? Consider donating 
them to Redeemer's track 
team so more kids have 
an opportunity to give 
spikes a try. Please bring 
them into the office with a 
note indicating what kind 
of spikes they are—jump, 
sprint, mid-distance, long-
distance, or multi-event.
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School News

New principle,  
Mr. Paul Oueis
We welcome our 
new interim principal, 
Mr. Paul Oueis, this 
summer. Mr. Oueis 
brings many years of 
experience to Redeemer 
as a principal at a 
Christian school in 
Lebanon. We look 
forward to him sharing 
his expertise with us.

Awards Ceremony, 
June 9th
Guests are welcome  
to join us Tuesday, June 
9th from 1:20 – 3 p.m. 
for our annual awards 
ceremony honouring 
students who have 
excelled in service, 
academics, athletics, 
drama, music, student 
leadership and more. 
We will also have a 
special presentation  
for Christian Horizons. 

Exam schedule
Find a complete exam 
schedule on our website 
home page at  
www.rchs.on.ca.

It’s June! It hardly seems possible that we are finishing up another school year. 
For our graduating class, they are finishing their high school years, and getting 
ready to open the pages of a new and exciting adventure. I am excited for 
them as God is going to demonstrate over and over how faithful He is, and how 
much He loves them. It is a difficult time for our students as they see the start 
of summer vacation ahead and yet they are still faced with final projects and 
exams. Please continue to pray that they will finish well, and that God will be their 
strength in the days ahead. Psalm 73:26 says, “My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 
I trust you will all have a wonderful summer and an opportunity to rest and be 
reenergized for the work ahead. It has been a blessing for our family to be a part 
of the Redeemer community. We will never forget the encouragement, support 
and love you have shown us during the past 14 years.

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  

—Philippians 1:3-6

Principal’s Report
Finishing well—for our students and our principal
Chuck Schoenmaker, Principal

Join us on Monday, June 22 
at 7 p.m. at The Metropolitan 
Bible Church as we celebrate 
the graduation of the CLASS 
OF 2015. This event is open 
to all and we encourage you to 
bring your relatives and friends. 
Refreshments will be served 
after the ceremony.

Farewell Open House for  
Mr. Chuck Schoenmaker
Join us to celebrate principal Chuck 
Schoenmaker’s 14 years of faithful 
service to Redeemer Christian High 
School. The Open House is on Friday, 
June 12 from 7 – 9 p.m. at Redeemer. 
For further information or to send 
greetings, contact Cheryl Thomson at 
scms.thomson@gmail.com  
or 613-723-0709.

Employment Opportunity
Summer Camp Leaders: 
Ontario Camping Ministries, associated with The Salvation Army, is looking 
for Christian young people age 17 and older to be Cabin Leaders, Lifeguards 
and Waterfront Leaders at camps in Jacksons Point and Huntsville. For more 
information, contact Rick Zelinsky at (905) 722-5751 or visit www.ilovecamp.ca.



Guidance News

Questions about next year—ask for Guidance
Jason Grootenboer, Head of Guidance and Resource

Final marks are available on June 23, 2015. If a student fails a course parents will 
be contacted and advised. If summer school is to be considered, please contact 
the guidance office for details.

Summer School: Application forms for summer school are in for the Roman 
Catholic School Board and the Public Board. You can pre-register for programs 
in the guidance office for Reach Ahead courses and Make Up courses (retaking 
a failed course or working to raise a mark). All students registering for summer 
school must have their application signed by the guidance counselor. 

End of School Year Information: If you have questions relating to class 
schedules or course selections for the 2015-2016 school year, please contact 
Mr.Grootenboer in the guidance office until the end of June. He will be back in 
the office at the end of August. If there are urgent concerns or questions, please 
leave a message with the main office or by email – guidance@rchs.on.ca.

For those who don't 
have a Twitter account 
but want to see our 
public Twitter profile, 
type twitter.com/
RedeemerCHS  into 
your browser to check 
out our page.
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Volunteer Opportunity
Since Christian Horizons is no longer able to run our cafeteria, we are looking for 
parent volunteers to help manage our cafeteria next year. Ideally, we would have a 
minimum of five volunteers take a day each week and work for one and a half hours 
during the lunch hour, or if we get enough volunteers, once every two weeks.
Volunteering in this way is a great way for parents to get to know students and to get 
their volunteer hours. We hope to serve simple meals like pizza, chicken burgers, 
and more. Most meals require minimal preparation time. If you are not able to come 
into the school to help, but can prepare things at home which can be frozen and used 
to sell at lunch time, please let us know.
We also need student volunteers to help each lunch hour for about 30-45 minutes to 
sell food and with clean up. This is a great opportunity for them to get their  
volunteer hours.
Please consider this request seriously and let us know if you are able to help out 
once a week or once every two weeks. We will have a planning meeting late in 
August to discuss menu options and some orientation. If you are interested or would 
like more information, please contact Elizabeth Pridde at te.priddle@gmail.com. The 
cafeteria is important to our students and many of them use it on a regular basis.

We are grateful to Christian 
Horizons for managing our 

cafeteria the past five years. The 
program is no longer sustainable 

for them, so with a heavy heart 
we say goodbye. We wish to 

thank all the staff and volunteers 
for their dedication and wish 
them God’s blessing as they 

move on to other things.

www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool

