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OUR MISSION
To provide a 
community of learning 
that challenges 
students to develop 
disciplined hearts, 
minds and bodies 
according to the full 
measure of Jesus 
Christ.

Photo at far right:  Three 
student council members, 
Sarah, Dina and Brazen, 
pose with Pastor Andrew 
Balfour of Ottawa 
Innercity Ministries, when 
Pastor Balfour came in to 
speak to students about 
OIM and their need for 
Winter Survival Kits for 
the homeless.
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Helping Ottawa’s Homeless

For the third year running, Redeemer 
students have partnered with Ottawa 
Innercity Ministries (OIM) to create 
Winter Survival Kits which will be given 
to individuals living on the streets of 
Ottawa.  

At chapel on November 26, Pastor 
Andrew Balfour of OIM captivated 
Redeemer students with his stories 
of adults and youth who live on the 
streets of Ottawa. Balfour explained 
that for some youth, living on the 
streets is less stressful than dealing 
with dysfunction, abuse or chaos at 
home.  Redeemer’s Student Council 
challenged each home room class 
to collect a sweatshirt, hat, mitts and 
scarf, wool socks, toiletries (such as a 
toothbrush, toothpaste and deodorant), 
juice boxes and granola bars, a gift 

Continued on page 2

card for Tim Hortons or fast food, a winter 
weight sleeping bag and a backpack to 
put all these items in. OIM volunteers 
will then hand these Winter Survival 
Kits out to homeless people who need 
them. Pastor Balfour let our students 
know there are over 7,000 homeless 
invididuals in Ottawa at the moment, and 
an increasing number are teens or young 
adults.

OIM’s Street Outreach Program sends 
teams of people out six evenings a week 
to walk alongside the poor and homeless 
in downtown Ottawa providing snacks, 
socks and toiletries, but also providing 
pastoral care, crisis intervention and 
referrals to other OIM programs, like their 
Drop-In Centre, Workskills Program, and 
Fine Arts Program for Youth. OIM’s goal 
is to build a just society where people are 
valued, shown dignity and respect and 
are given an opportunity to attain a better 
life.  
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December 11 - Christmas 
Concert & Art Show at 
RCHS, see ad on page 3
December 12 - Grade 12 
Grad photos taken
December 18 - Christmas 
Dinner for students and 
staff, see ad on this page
December 22-January 4 - 
Christmas break
January 5 - First day back 
to school
January 16 - Last day of 
classes for Semester 1
January 19 - Study Day, no 
classes
January 20-23 - Exams for 
Semester 1
January 26 & 27 - PA Days, 
no school
January 28 - First day of 
Semester 2
February 3 - Semester 1 
report cards go home
February 3 - Grade 12 Grad 
photo re-takes
February 5 - Open House & 
Information Night, 7 pm
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We are so glad Redeemer students 
want to demonstrate the message of 
Christ by creating backpacks for OIM. If 
you would like to know more about OIM, 
or make a donation to this registered 
charity, go to 
OttawaInnercityMinistries.ca

“What does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness 

and walk humbly with your God.” 
Micah 6:8

Continued from pg. 1

Shakespeare On The Platform

Recently, grade 12 student Emily V. 
entered an acting competition called 
Shakespeare On The Platform. “I had 
not heard of this competition until Mr. 
Vance encouraged me to participate 
in it. He and Ms. Visser were amazing 
and helped me prepare one soliloquy 
and one sonnet. They met with me 
weekly,  gave me pointers and helped 
me decipher the texts. I chose to 
perform Viola’s monologue from Act II, 
Scene II of the Twelfth Night, and I also 
performed Shakespeare’s Sonnet 23.”
Judges marked participants on dramatic 
expression, gestures, projection, 
musicality of voice and interpretation of 
the texts, among other things. Although 
Emily didn’t win the competition, she 
said “I participated because I thought 
it would be a fantastic opportunity to 
improve my acting skills and have fun 
doing what I love.”

If this competition sounds interesting to 
any other Redeemer students, please 
contact English teacher, Dave Vance 
before next fall!

CHRISTMAS DINNER & TALENT SHOW

All students and staff are invited to attend this annual event
Thursday, December 18, 6 pm

in our school gymnasium.
Enjoy a delicious meal, followed by an entertaining 

evening of homegrown student talent!
Tickets are on sale at the school office

If a student wants to buy a ticket for a friend who is not
a student at RCHS, please talk to office staff first.

Please note: While we appreciate that students like to dress up
for this event, our school dress code still applies that night.
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Principal’s Report 
As Christmas is nearing, Redeemer 
students are finding opportunities to 
encourage our neighbourhood. Two 
events students are participating in 
are: “The Lighting of the Trees” at 
the Ravines Senior’s Residence and 
providing winter survival kits for the 
homeless through the Ottawa Innercity 
Mission.  It amazes me that despite the 
attempt to take Christ out of Christmas, 
so many people are still open to the 
true Christmas story.  

Christmas is a rekindling of hope. It 
reminds us of God’s promises when 
our vision has become clouded by the 
worries and concerns of our world.  

As we reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas this year - the hope that 
came packaged as a tiny baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes - may we all be 
inspired to share that hope with others. 

I want to wish all of the Redeemer 
Christian High School Community a 
Blessed Christmas and a New Year 
filled with opportunities to share the true 
message of our Lord and Saviour. 
 

“I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more 

abundantly.” 
- John 10:10

Chuck Schoenmaker 
Principal

With Christmas around 
the corner, Student 
Council is organizing 
a "Secret Santa" gift 
exchange for students 
who want to participate. 
This is an optional 
activity, but students 
who are interested can 
sign up at the office.  
Students will be told 
on Dec 11 who they 
will anonymously give 
small gifts to each 
day of the week of 
December 15 (last 
week before Christmas 
break). Students are 
encouraged to keep the 
surprise gifts small and 
inexpensive - please 
don't spend more than 
$10 for all five gifts! 
Gifts can be silly, they 
can be homemade - 
get creative!  For more 
information, talk to 
Student Council.

3

CHRISTMAS CONCERT & ART SHOW
Thursday, December 11, 7 pm

in our school gymnasium
Come hear our Grade 9 & 10 Music classes,

school choir, school band, Guitar Club 
and Worship Team perform.

Also Mrs. Ypma's Grade 10 Art Class
will have paintings, drawings and sculptures on display

in our cafeteria.
Refreshments will be served, admission is free, everyone welcome!

Division B Champs!
Congratulations to our Girls' Basketball 
Team who drove to Hamilton for the 
Christian Schools Girls' Basketball 
Tournament in November, and won the B 
Division!  Many thanks to Mr. Brinkman and 
Shelley Bakker for coaching and to parents 
who accompanied our girls on this trip. 

Community Christian School (CCS) 
in Metcalfe is opening a thrift store on 
Highway 31 in the New Year.  Timothy 
Christian School (TCS) in Williamsburg 
has had a successful thrift store for 
many years.If it is practical for you, 
please consider giving your gently used 
clothing and household items to these 
two schools instead of other charity 
stores. For more information on the 
CCS Thrift Store, call 613-821-3669, 
and for information on "Timmy's Place", 
call 613-535-2687.

Lunchtime 
intramurals continue 
to be a big hit with 
students, and 
sometimes our 
teachers join in 
the fun! Questions 
about intramurals or 
after school sports? 
Contact our Athletics 
Director, Mr. Michael 
Laliberté.



Guidance News 
Jason Grootenboer, Head of Guidance and Resource guidance@rchs.on.ca

University and College Applications:  Grade 12 students interested in applying to Ontario 
Universities (not including Christian Universities) must have their application forms in by 
January 14th. If applying to Colleges, the deadline is February1st. If you are having difficulty 
applying, please make an appointment at the school office to see me. Please do not wait 
until the last day, OUAC and OCAS have commented that they will not be responsible for 
their web site being down. If you miss the deadline, your application may not get priority 
attention.

If you lost or misplaced your User ID and password to access the Ontario University 
Application Centre (OUAC), you can get a copy of it through the guidance office.  

The Ontario College Application Service (OCAS), is set up and ready for applications. 
Students will register with their OEN (which is available from the guidance office). 
Registration is completed on-line if interested in an Ontario Public Post Secondary 
Institution.  

All Christian and out of province universities and colleges will require you to send an 
application (or in some cases complete one on their website). Current transcripts are 
available through the Guidance office when the post secondary institution requests them. 
Be sure to check each school’s website for application deadlines.  

Also, be sure to refer to our own school’s website (rchs.on.ca) under the Guidance tab for 
additional information and links to OUAC, OCAS, etc.

Continue to pray about God’s direction for your future! University and College 
application date deadlines will come quickly. If you have questions regarding post secondary 
schools or career interests, I encourage you to sign up for a guidance appointment with me. 

For those who don't 
have a Twitter account 
but want to see our 
public Twitter profile, 
type  twitter.com/
RedeemerCHS  into 
your browser to check 
out our page.
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About the 
Redeemer Reminder:
The Redeemer Reminder is 
Redeemer Christian High School’s 
monthly newsletter, managed 
and edited by Marie Cooper, 
Promotion Coordinator.
 
If you have any questions, or 
a story that you’d like to share, 
contact Marie Cooper at:
promotion@rchs.on.ca. 

Layout and design by 
Rebekah DeJong

82 Colonnade Road North, 
Ottawa, ON  K2E 7L2
Phone: 613 732 9262
Fax: 613 723 9321
www.rchs.ca

Here are two of the wonderful 
paintings from Mrs.Ypma's 
grade 10 art class that were 
selected to appear on the 
front of Redeemer cards that 
were created by RCHS parent 
Angela Donkersteeg.  The 
cards will be used by staff as 
thank you cards, get well cards, 
or notes of encouragement. 
Many thanks to our students 
for providing us with so many 
great paintings to choose from!

Like us on 
Facebook! 

Check out our page for 
useful information and 
fun photos and videos 
of our students. 

www.facebook.com/
RedeemerChristian
HighSchool 

Follow us 
on Twitter!

FRUITBASKET FUNDRAISER
Consider giving a lovely fruitbasket as a Christmas 
gift, and support Redeemer Christian High School 
too! Baskets are packed full of 18 pieces of fruit, and 
many other things like chocolate, tea, nuts, cheese, 
candy, cookies, etc. Baskets can be customized, and 
range in price from $35 to $50. To order, call Wilma 
Mudde at 613-728-0154 or email 
mmudde@primus.ca

www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
www.facebook.com/RedeemerChristianHighSchool
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